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The Chicago Chapter of TWA Clipped Wings lost a vibrant member just shy of her 90th 

birthday. Nadine Goehring Carlson passed away July 3, 2020. In the midst of our global 

pandemic, it was not COVID-19 that stole her spark.  

 

Nadine was born July 13, 1930 in Alliance, Ohio.  She attended Muskingum College in New 

Concord, Ohio majoring in Journalism/Speech. Years later, as president of the Chicagoland-

area Muskingum Alumni Association, she would welcome astronaut and fellow alum John 

Glenn to Chicago. During classes at the University of New Mexico, she detoured to bright 

lights/big city and found both in Chicago.  

 

Her TWA career began in 1953 and she was based out of Chicago’s Midway Airport until she 

retired in 1956. She also found a handsome husband, a midwestern home builder with whom 

she raised three children. Glenn F. Carlson preceded her in death. She is survived by daughter 

Caryn Carlson, son Rick Carlson, MD and son Robert Carlson, his wife Erin and two 

grandchildren who knew her as ‘Omi’. 

 

Having retired her wings to marry, Nadine was active in her kids’ schools, taught Sunday school 

at the Lutheran church in which her husband was raised, yet she still made time for TWA. From 

1965 to 1968 she was a TWA travel advisor (Mary Gordon). After a suitcase packing 

demonstration, someone exclaimed “that woman could put 10 pounds of stuff in a 5-pound 

box!”. From 1972-1980 she was a consultant for TWA. In addition to marketing and sales, she 

planned and promoted tours and gave travel talks on radio and TV. At the same time she 

worked with the Woman’s Board of Rush University Medical Center in Chicago. 

 

In 1986, TWA called again, and she joined her fellow hostesses in NYC. Always an “air hostess” 

she’d instantly correct anyone who called her a stew! She pinned on her wings with pride but 

was troubled by the label “Strike Breaker”. Carl Icahn told her: A scab is part of the healing 

process. During one international flight she was able to connect with her son Rick who was on 

a sailboat in Italy.  

 

The travel bug lingered after the strike. A new role as a tour guide found her in L.A. When a 

“pro” failed to show, Nadine did his job: a tour of the stars’ homes. How did she pull that off? 

“Oh, I read all those Hollywood mags as a kid!” “Save the Connie” had no bigger supporter than 

Nadine. If one appeared at an air show, she was there. Nadine was an office holder and charter 

member of TWA Clipped Wings. 

 

—Submitted by Nadine’s daughter, 

Caryn Carlson 


